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Where Has the Time Gone? 
 

It’s hard to believe that it has only (or maybe already) been three 
months since my last letter to you all. So much has happened in those 
three months that it can be a little hard to keep track of it all. A 
building project that has been in the works for some time now, is 
taking shape before our eyes. My wife and I had the chance to take a 
somewhat belated honeymoon over Spring Break, and as soon as we 
got back we jumped straight into the marathon of Holy Week with its 
incredible swings from high to low and its many services to serve at. I 
have even, during the season of Easter, been able to create and preach my own sermon series 
for our Wednesday night services. It has been a busy few months and I wouldn’t have traded 
a second of any of them. 
 

I would like to pick up this month where we left off last time, at the beginning of three of the 
most formative years of my life. Typically, I would call this hyperbole, but in this instance I 
fully believe that the three years I spent at CUW, and especially the summers that followed, 
were instrumental in shaping me into the person that I am today. 
 

Heading into my first year I had every plan to take things slow, maybe try out a couple of 
things while dedicating myself primarily to my coursework until I found a new groove. That 
however, was not to be, as I had a good friend already at Concordia who knew me well 
enough to know that if I didn’t get brought into something right away, I would likely have 
never left my dorm room unless I had class. And so I “joined” the ministry team that she was 
in charge of. 
 

Contrary to popular belief at the time I did in fact seek out interests of my own and found one 
that latched onto me and simply would not let go, the theater department. I initially popped 
by during their open auditions to inquire about working in the tech department, and I left that 
day with a less than optimistic, “We’ll let you know a bit closer to time.” About a month 
passed and I hadn’t really heard anything so I put it out of my mind until I got an email from 
the department director, a wonderful lady named Lori, asking me to set up a brief interview 
with her and the tech director. At the time I had absolutely no idea what exactly I was getting 
myself into, but what I thought was me signing on for a single show turned into me serving as 
lead technician for everything we did over the next three years. 
 

Serving under Lori was an experience unlike any other I had ever experienced. Techies in 
the department were not safe from the various warm up exercises or other activities 
planned for the actors, so I found myself “side to side, back to back, and face to face” 
with some of the most extroverted people I had ever known before in my life, for hours 
at a time.                                                                                                       (continued on page 2) 
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Needless to say their attitudes started to rub off on me and I even ended up taking a couple of theater classes along the way. 
They became the family that I needed, even though I was their polar opposite in so many ways. The theatre broke down a  
number of my walls and opened me up to a whole host of new people and possibilities and I will be forever thankful to Lori  
and all those I met along the way. 
 

For all I learned, in general and about myself, during my time at CUW it was during those summers that I learned the most. I 
spent each of my summers those three years working up in Door County, at a restaurant called Harbor Fish Market and Grille. 
Unlike the theater department, I had not gone looking for a restaurant job, in fact Harbor hadn’t even been on my list of jobs I 
was considering applying for. It was my first time solo in Door County. I had spent most of my day interviewing at a couple of 
places and I was looking for somewhere to eat in the evening. I called my mom who had more experience with the area and I 
wound up at Harbor for dinner that evening. I got to chatting with the bartender/bar manager while I was eating and he must 
have seen some kind of potential in me so by the time the end of the night, I had interviewed with him, the dining room  
manager, and the owner and I left with an application in my hand. I completed and returned it the next day and we were  
working on setting a starting date by that evening. 
 

The theater taught me about myself, but Harbor taught me about people. In both, I worked with an incredible cast of  
characters who formed a team that seemingly could accomplish anything they set their minds to. The difference between the 
two however, was that at CUW we all had more similarities than we had differences, at the restaurant though, I’m not sure 
many of us had any similarities beyond that we all worked at the same place. Add to that 8 to 15 hour shifts with each other day 
after day and we bonded faster and tighter than I had with people I’ve been friends with for years. At first it was strange to  
have suddenly gotten so close to people I had next to nothing in common with, but it gave me a chance to get to know them on 
a much deeper level without working through their outer layers first. 
 

The Lord has been incredibly good to me when it comes to forming me into who he needed me to be. Through my time at  
CUW, I learned what it meant to be open to others, that there was nothing wrong with letting other people help you sand off 
your rougher edges. Through my time at Harbor, I learned that sometimes you don’t need to have anything in common with 
someone for them to make an incredible impact in your life, or to make an incredible impact on theirs. 
 

To close, I will leave you with a second Malme-ism that I’m not sure I truly understood until I wrote all of this down, “Love them 

where they’re at; don’t leave them where they’re at.” God’s blessings to you this month, Vicar Dhuse 

I have hidden your word in my heart that 
 I might not sin against you. (Psalm 199:11) 
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SUPPORT MAY’S COINS FOR CHRIST! 
 

This month’s recipient is Crossnore  
Communities for Children in North Carolina.  
It is one of four agencies that Pilgrim’s youth 

servants will work at during their June  
LCMS mission trip. This organization creates 
healthy futures for children and families by 
providing a Christian sanctuary of hope and  

healing. Our youth will have the joy and privilege 
of working with these children during  

Crossnore’s Vacation Bible School week. 

LCMS Ministry to Armed Services 
YSLETA Lutheran Mission Human Care 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Camp Trinity in Bigfork, MT 

Labor of Love Endowment, NWD LCMS 
Feed My Starving Children 

Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan's Purse) 
Concordia University WI 

St. John’s Ministries 
Azua Dominican Republic Mission Trip 

Lutheran Hour Ministries 
NEW Lutheran High School 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Orphan Grain Train 

Lutheran Braille Workers 
LCMS Apple of His Eye 

Lutheran Indian Ministries  
Lutherans for Life 

Concordia Seminary 
LCMS World Relief and Human Care 

POBLO International 
Brown County Jail Ministry 
Lutheran Bible Translators 
LCMS Disaster Response 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities 
LCMS Life Ministry 

Pilgrim’s Endowment Fund 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs Ministry 

Schlender Ministry Team 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative 
Alaska Mission for Christ 

Concordia Gospel Outreach 

Through Pilgrim’s Coins for Christ program, all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a recipient that rotates 
monthly. In 20+ years, Pilgrim has supported a variety of local, domestic, and international ministries including: 

 

GENEROUS AND FAITHFUL  
IN OUR “REACH”  

 

Pilgrim’s Coins for Christ program has sent over  
$100,000 in mission funding all over the world! 
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UPDATE 

 
 

Heavenly Father you blessed the construction of Your temple through the  
actions of King Solomon. We are undertaking to build an addition to educate  

your children at Pilgrim. Many plans have been made. Many preparations  
have been readied. You have blessed us with leaders who have vision and  

wise judgement. We thank You for blessing all of this Lord.  
 

We have a campaign to raise the funds to build this addition. Lord, we  
thank and praise You for all those people who have contributed their  

prayers, time, talents, and treasures.  
 

We thank You Lord for the builders who have begun this project and ask 
 that You keep them safe. We seek Your blessings on this work and its  

completion. We see Your mighty hand in everything regarding this addition.  
 

We express our gratitude and praise You for Your guidance, direction,  
and provision. As You blessed Solomon, please bless us with Your  

wisdom, discernment, and the ability to complete our building 
 dedicated To  You Father. We recognize Your tremendous blessing,  

almighty power, and supreme authority.  
 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

A PRAYER TO GIVE  
THANKS AND PRAISE TO 

OUR LORD FOR THIS 
BUILDING PROCESS 

 

“As for this temple  
you are building, 
 if you follow my  

decrees, observe my  
laws and keep all my  

commands and  
obey them, I will fulfill 

through you the  
promise I gave to  

David your father.”  
(1 Kings 6:12) 

A NOTE FROM PRINCIPAL SOMMERMEYER 
 

If you have not gotten to know me yet, you may not know that I like to 
break things. I am not a status quo, kind of guy. So when I was asked 
to put together a statement for the Foundations Campaign I found 
myself staring at two big things Pilgrim has broken in the last several 
months. 
 

First, we’ve broken the expectations of enrollment for 2024/25. We 
are currently projecting over 340 students next year, with over 100 
choice students. That breaks our initial estimates of 325, helps us with 
the operating budget, and means even more families get to experi-
ence Pilgrim.  
 

The other broken item is expectations around the capital cam-
paign. When we initially sat down and projected the capital campaign 
we developed “worst case scenario” budgets based on $1.5 million 
pledged/raised over the three-year campaign. To date, we have cash 
in hand of over $1 million and pledges that bring us to over $2.44 mil-
lion! I really do like to break things…especially when God’s blessings 
help us put them back together, better than before!  
 

Today, I praise God for his blessings of even more kids to share Jesus 
with AND the support of the entire Pilgrim community for our  
Foundations Campaign!  Let's keep breaking things together! 
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BEING THANKFUL  
by Pilgrim member Maureen Seyferth 

 

My husband, Larry and I had been married 29 years. Larry was 
healthy...until 5 years ago when a mass was found in his lungs that the 
doctors thought nothing to worry about and to watch it. He was finally 
diagnosed with Pulmonary Fibrosis. It’s a disease where the body  
produces scar tissue in the lungs. You can’t stop it, but there are drugs to 
slow that process down. Eventually you need a lung transplant.  
 

I, along with family, friends, co-workers, and Pilgrim all prayed for the Lord 
to heal Larry. Larry got worse…it hurt to move (due to the lack of oxygen) 
and then Larry went to heaven, which led me to write about grief. 
 

Today I want to talk about being thankful. How can I and others be  
thankful? The Lord took away my Larry and your loved one. Pastor  
reminded me that the Lord DID heal Larry, but not in the way I had in 
mind. He got the ultimate healing. Don’t we pray in The Lord’s Prayer THY 
will be done? 
 

I know it can be difficult to think of thankfulness with grief. Grief never 
goes away but we learn how to incorporate that into our lives. Be thankful 
that the Lord gave that person, your loved one to you! Of all the people in 
the whole universe God gave you the spouse, parent, or child to have in 
your life to love. 
 

An exercise that I challenge you to do is to list on a sheet of paper the 
letters A-Z. Each line gets a letter. Then beside the letter write what you 
are thankful for. For example: A-apples (corny, but I am thankful for a nice 
juicy apple). B-beauty, I am glad there are so many colorful things in the 
world. C-Cort, my son-in-law. D-Doug, my grandson….you get the picture. 
When you get to X...I used x-rays, I am thankful we have them. Doing this 
exercise will not only help you have a perspective on your life but it’s a 
good thing to praise God for what He has blessed you with.  
 

It is sometimes impossible to understand why you are left behind on 
Earth. You miss your loved one so much! The Lord has a reason. Maybe it 
is so that you can love others. Your family or fellow believers or friends. 
Maybe you can be a witness and show others how to live with grief.  
Maybe to be a volunteer. When you come up (if grief is so new and so 
raw) you can see the world a little different and find things to be thankful 
for. For the letter B it can be breath, which we take so much for granted. 
 

I pray that through this  
exercise and taking time to 
think about what you have 
instead of what you’ve lost 
will be a comfort and  
blessing to you. You may 
want to from time to time 
do the list again and see 
what other things come to 
mind. I will share with you 
what I say every morning 
why I open my eyes, “This is 
the day the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.” (Psalm 118:24) 
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Christ Jesus,  
be our present joy,  
Our future great 
reward; Our only 
glory, may it be  
To glory in the 

Lord!  
(LSB 553, v. 5) 

 

 

Hymn of the Month: We will celebrate Jesus’s 
ascension in our May Hymn of the Month, “O 
Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire” (LSB 
553). A familiar tune is combined with a praise-
filled text which will be fun to sing all month 
long. “All praise to you, ascended Lord!” 
 

Special Music Calendar for May: 
May 5:   Pilgrim Choir 
May 9:   Ascension Day 
  Pilgrim Bells 
May 11: PLS Grades 3-4 
May 12: Five-by-Five Bell Team 
  Sunday School (10:30) 
May 16: PLS Spring Concert 
May 18: PLS Grades 1-2 
May 19: Steve Sarokin, clarinet 
May 26: Summer Special Music begins 
 

“Regular” music groups will wrap up their year 
this month. Many thanks to everyone who 
shared their gifts through Children’s Choir, High 
School Bells, Adult Bells, and Adult Choir. Next 
fall, we hope to make each program a bit more 
flexible in order to allow Pilgrim musicians to 
participate as they can without necessarily 
making a full-season commitment. Please 
continue to consider how you can share your 
gifts! 
 

The summer music calendar needs you! We’d 
love to fill the summer schedule with the 
talents of Pilgrim members. Piano, flute, guitar, 
voice … anything goes! Give Ruth a call to 
reserve your spot! 
 

Installation Choir: Let’s get a big group 
together to celebrate Pastor Fraker’s 
installation! Please watch your announcements 
for rehearsal dates and times. This is a short-
term opportunity to raise our voices together 
in praise and thanksgiving, open to anyone 
entering 7th grade in the fall and up. 
 

Blessings, 
Ruth Mackie, Director of Music 

ruthmackie@pilgrimluth.org 
Office: 920-965-2295  

Cell: 507-304-3155 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Associate Pastor Fraker’s Installation  

and Pantry Shower are June 29 
 

Dear members of Pilgrim Lutheran Church,  
 

First of all, thank you for your prayers and  
support for me and my family these weeks as  
we sought the Lord’s guidance to where he is 
leading us to serve. Darci and I were blessed  
by your hospitality on our visit. It was powerful 
to experience the thriving ministry at Pilgrim 
and to be welcomed by so many.  
 

After much prayer and careful consideration,  
I believe the Lord is leading me to accept your 
call. I am excited for the work that the Lord has 
for us together in his kingdom.  
 

Thank you for your prayers and support as we 
transition in the next couple of months. In 
Christ, Pastor Tim Fraker 

SUMMER GOLF IS BACK! All men are invited to enjoy 18 holes on Thursday mornings playing with different  
partners each week. We support rotating local courses over the season. We can count on fresh air, good  

fellowship, and even a few nice shots. The official start is May 2 and will run through August. This is a non-
competitive fun group and you sign up week to week. All skill levels welcome – you will get better with regular 

golf outings. Bring a friend! Contact Phil Korth to be on the list at pkorth1@new.rr.com/920-639-1443. 

 

Did you know that 
Pilgrim has almost 2,800 
baptized members and 
there’s room for more! 

 

The Inquirer’s Class is our monthly 
new member class. YOU are warmly 

invited to attend these sessions 
whether you are planning to join 

Pilgrim - or are a member attending 
the class as a refresher.  

 

Join us for Session 4! 
It will be held on Saturday, May 4, 

from 8:00 am-12:00 pm and covers 
the Bible, Prayer and End Times. 

 

New Stephen Ministry Training Class This Fall! 
 

Have you ever considered becoming a Stephen Minister? If you want to serve in a 
caring ministry that truly makes a difference in another's person's life, please  
consider taking the class this fall and joining our team. The course will teach you 
the skills needed to provide Christ's compassionate care to hurting individuals.  
And the communication techniques you will learn will also be beneficial for  
relationships with others in your life, such as family, friends and co-workers.  
 

Interested in learning more? Simply contact one 
of our leaders listed below or speak with any of 
our current Stephen Ministers that you see 
wearing a blue name pin at one of the worship 
services. Over 60 people have undergone this 
training at Pilgrim since the ministry began. 
Many of our former Stephen Ministers have 
shared how their faith & spiritual life grew while 
serving in this role.  
 

Please pray about this ministry opportunity over 
the next few months. The class will begin in late 
fall, but we will begin taking registration forms 
this summer.  
 

Contact information:  Barbara Hein at  
920-362-5035, Nancy Kraszewski at 920-621-
6917, Bunnie Schunck at  920-362-4794. 

We celebrate  
God’s gift of  
baptism for 
 River Hayes  

Grafen, son of 
Richard + Tiffany 

Grafen    

 



. 

Say YES to a May 
Family Ministry Event! 

 

• Junior and Senior Girls Bible Study: Mondays, May 6 and   
May 20, 7:00-8:30 pm at Panera on Oneida 

 

• 3K-6th Grade Green Bay and Suamico Sunday School classes 
continue on Sunday mornings until May 12 

 

• All High School Boys Bible Study: Sundays, May 12 and May 
26, from 7:00-9:00 pm at Mike Schumm’s house 

 

• Freshman and Sophomore Girls Bible Study: Monday, May 
13, 6:30-8:00 pm at Panera on Oneida 

 
 

• Pilgrim’s Youth Board meeting, second Monday of every 
month 

 

 

 THE BLESSING OF A NEW BABY 
 

Our Pilgrim staff recently celebrated 
Rebekah Spaulding, Pilgrim’s Youth Director,  

with a baby shower luncheon in the church library.  
Nathan and Rebekah’s baby is expected in May. 

 

Rebekah is expected to return in early August from her  
maternity leave. Please call the Ministry Office at  

920-965-2233 with any questions on the youth ministry  
program during this May-August timeframe. We are  

happy to help you while supporting Rebekah’s family leave! 
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IT’S THE PERFECT TIME 
 TO REGISTER FOR SUMMER  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

Our theme this year is SCUBA:  
Diving into friendship with God!  

If you are in 4K-6th grade, you are invited to  
join us from June 10-13 (8:30-11:30 am)!  

USE THIS 
QR CODE 
TO SIGN 
UP FOR 

VBS 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION, NEED QR 

AND MISSION TRIP UPDATE ON AGENCIES 
 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD THAT  
WILL BE IN 7TH OR 8TH GRADE  

IN THE FALL? 
 

We warmly welcome all 7th and 8th grade  
students to continue their faith journey  
at Pilgrim. All are invited: Pilgrim School  

students and public school students,  
members and non-members.  

 

What will Pilgrim the confirmation  
instruction journey include?  

 

Confirmands receive two years of  
regular religious instruction from our church  

leadership, they volunteer at service projects, 
they regularly serve as an acolyte during church 
services, they attend two confirmation retreats, 
and they complete 24 sermon sentences. Along 
the way, they grow their faith by learning what 

they believe and why! We are excited to care for 
your child in this journey. 

 
 

USE THIS  
QR CODE  

TO REGISTER FOR  
CONFIRMATION 
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MAY SCHOOL EVENTS 
 

May 16: Last Day for Preschool 
May 16: Band/Choir Concert 

May 17: Track and Field Day in Bonduel 
May 17: NEW Fun Olympics 

May 23: Graduation for 8th Grade Students 
May 24: Last Student Day (dismiss at noon) 

PUT ON YOUR SPECIAL GLASSES! 
 

Pilgrim students recently watched the  
wonder of the total solar eclipse. The  

narthex and lunch room had many  
engaging activities to support  
learning about this rare event. 

A FATHER’S LOVE 
 

Pilgrim’s first Daddy-Daughter 
Dance was a success! We rejoice 
that over 185 men + daughters 

spent a night celebrating the love + 
support that was created and first 

demonstrated by our shared Father. 
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Welcome Center 

Saturday, May 4  
  Turkes 
Sunday, May 5 
  Miller  
Saturday,  May 11  
  Lehman  
Sunday, May 12 
  Van Severen 
Saturday, May 18 
  Lehman 
Sunday,  May 19 
  Schunck   
Saturday, May 25 
  Kennedy      
Sunday, May 26 
  Novak 

Acolytes 
Wednesday,  May 1 
 5:00 pm  Volunteer, Volunteer 
Saturday,  May 4 
  5:00 pm  Zerjav, Volunteer 
Sunday,  May 5  
  7:45 am McConaghy, Volunteer 
  9:00 am Evans, Volunteer 
10:30 am Volunteer, Volunteer  
Thursday, May  9 
  7:00 pm Volunteer, Volunteer  
Saturday, May 11 
  5:00 pm Nutt, Zerjav 
Sunday,  May 12        
  7:45 am Volunteer, Volunteer 
  9:00 am Evans, Volunteer 
10:30 am Teske, Adams-McIntosh 
Wednesday,  May 15 
  5:00 pm Volunteer, Volunteer  
Saturday, May 18 
 5:00 pm Volunteer, Volunteer 
Sunday, May 19 
  7:45 am Volunteer, Volunteer  
  9:00 am Volunteer, Volunteer 
10:30 am Volunteer, Volunteer 
 Wednesday, May  22 
  5:00 pm  Volunteer, Volunteer 
Saturday,  May 25 
  5:00 pm Volunteer, Volunteer 
Sunday, May 26 
  7:45 am Volunteer, Volunteer  

  9:00 am Volunteer, Volunteer         
10:30 am Volunteer, Volunteer 
 Wednesday,  May 29 
  7:00 pm  Volunteer, Volunteer 

 

Elders (Assistants) 
Wednesday, May 1 
   7:00 pm  Schuettpelz 
Saturday, May 4 
  5:00 pm  Pedersen (H. Olp/Kosman) 
Sunday, May  5 
   7:45 am  Ruge (Heimerman) 
   9:00 am  Baumann (McClellan/   
                    Williams)   
   9:00 am   Suamico: Erickson 
 10:30 am  Bain (Zinkel/Wiederhoeft) 
Thursday,  May  9 (Ascension) 
 7:00 pm  Schuettpelz 
Saturday, May 11 
   5:00 pm  Cherveny 
 Sunday, May 12        
   7:45 am  Ruggles 
   9:00 am  D. Olp 
   9:00 am  Suamico: Wittnebel 
   (Schlender/Seyferth) 
 10:30 am  Schelk 
Wednesday, May 15 
   7:00 pm  Schuettpelz 
Saturday, May 18 
   5:00 pm  Kosman  
    (Cherveny/Gannon) 
Sunday, May 19 
   7:45 am  Ruge (Heimerman)               
   9:00 am  Gipp (Olp/Schumm) 
   9:00 am  Suamico: Bero 
 10:30 am  Ganz (Korth/Van Beaver)
  Wednesday, May 22 
   7:00 pm  Schuettpelz 
Saturday, May 25 
    5:00 pm Cherveny 
Sunday, May 26 
   7:45 am  Ruggles 
   9:00 am  Baumann 
   9:00 am  Suamico: Erickson 
   (Racine/Racine) 
 10:30 am  Charles  
Wednesday May 29  
   7:00 pm  Schuettpelz  

 

Ushers  
Wednesday,  May 1 
  5:00 pm Rolefson 
Saturday, May 4 
  5:00 pm Kosman 
Sunday,  May 5 
  7:45 am  Rolefson 
   9:00 am  D. Olp 
   9:00 am  Suamico: Rowe 
 10:30 am  Kraszewski 
Thursday,  May 9  (Ascension) 
    7:00 pm  Rolefson 
Saturday,  May 11 
  5:00 pm   Raddant 
Sunday,  May 12 
    7:45 am  Grosnick 
    9:00 am  Loock 
    9:00 am  Suamico: Fonder 
  10:30 am  L. Larson 
Wednesday, May 15 
    7:00 pm  Bordeleau 
Saturday,  May 18 
    5:00 pm  Raddant 
Sunday, May 19 
    7:45 am  Luepke 
    9:00 am  Dommer 
    9:00 am  Suamico: K. Krueger 
  10:30 am  Schelk 
Wednesday, May 22 
    7:00 pm  Rolefson 
Saturday, May 25 
    5:00 pm  Kosman 
Sunday, May 26 
    7:45 am  Rolefson 
    9:00 am  Powell 
    9:00 am  Suamico: T. Henkel 
  10:30 am  P. Tilkins 
Wednesday, May 29 
    7:00 pm  Schuettpelz 

Thank you for serving at Pilgrim! 
 

If you are unable to keep your  
assigned role, we appreciate  
when you find a substitute.  

MAY WORSHIP HELPERS 
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Join us at Pilgrim’s “National  
Day of Prayer” event! 

 

Thursday, May 2 
6:00-7:00 pm 

at the Suamico site 

 

1731 St. Agnes Drive 
Green Bay, WI 54304 

920-965-2233 
pilgrimluth.org 

 

O God,  
we thirst for you, as dry tree roots  

thirst for water in hot, dusty soil. Help us  
send spiritual roots down deep into the grace 
and knowledge of the One who is the same  

yesterday and today and forever, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who gives us stability  
when the earth shakes and the storms of  

life swirl about us.   
 

Rooted and grounded in your love, and  
strengthened and comforted by your grace and 

your Spirit who gives us hope, may we be  
steadfast and immovable in the work Christ  

gives us to do, until he comes again.  
 

Amen.  


